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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



. MONTH(S) FROM 



- Extern of th» may bo available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be time* filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory rninwnum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- tf NO period for reply s specrfied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- hailure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C 11 33) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if tknely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to communication (s) filed on May 20, 2003 

2a) 8 This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

41 M Claim(s| 1 -6and8-,2 _ is/are pending in the app|ication , 

4a) Of the above, claim (s) U is/are withdraw(1 from consideration . 

5) D Claim(s) . is/are allowed. 

. . is/are rejected. 



6) 63 Claim(s) 1-6, 8-10, and 12 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) U Claims 



is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 1=3 Th e drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a )D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) lx! Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. % 1 19(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of Reference, Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q lnterview SummarY (PT0 _ 413 , p^, No((|) 

2) □ Notice of Oraftsperson-s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO- 1 52) 
31 □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO- 1449) Paper No(s). 6) □ Other: 
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ri . , _ „ DETAILED ACTION 

e&^ 

T , . Election/Restriction 

ZSTX^Zl^lZ inveMion noncl « Kd 

rl . , _ 0 Claim Rejections -35 USC § 112 

way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the : re evant a rt £T * a 
the time the app„ca,ion was filed, had f^^S^SS!^ " 

Insertion of the negative proviso "wherein said substance k not 

■NMMIIL 

exclusion of aminoguanidine as a "suh^anro- m * 5UDSiances » and the 

it is a new concept ADf '-"l>°*. « the insertion of new matter because 

negative ll^^^iSZlS^^^ '"'">""« *" " Ch 
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INDEFINITE 

Claims 5, 7 and 1 2 remain/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 5, 7 and 1 2 it is unclear what bearing the measurements 
performed have on the determination of a substance which regulates glycation. 
The method is missing the relationship between the measurements. The 
parameters of the screening assay are still not clear. From reading the 
experimental section, it appears that the screening method is a complex one 
where positive and negative controls are employed in a screening process 
schematically disclosed in the flow chart in Figures 2 and 1 0. However, the 
claimed method does not make the sequence of comparisons which appear to be 
novel subject matter and the results thereof, clear. Careful reference to the 
scheme in Figures 2 and 10 and incorporation of these elements, instead of 
negative provisos, might advance prosecution to an allowance. 

Claim 12 recites in line 5, "comparing the levels of fluorescence", however 
of what the fluorescence is has not been stipulated? There appears to be more 
than one type of fluorescence being measured. 

Claims 1-4, 8, 9 are no longer rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Cervantes-Laurean et al. [IDS] because of the insertion of 
new matter. 

Applicant is hereby notified that the insertion of new matter into the claims 
has necessitated the removal of the art rejection above. However, removal of new 
matter may result in the reinstatement of the art rejection. 

The original claims are directed to a method of determining if a substance 
regulates glycation comprising: 

admixing (1) a substance to be tested, (2) ADP-ribose, (3) histone HI ; 
determining if the substance has an effect on glycation. 
The reference is relied upon as explained below. 

Cervantes-Laurean eta/, discloses a method of admixing ADP-ribose and 
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histone HI and measuring glycation. The reference also demonstrates that 
admixture of aminoguanidine to the system of ADP-ribose and histone HI inhibits 
the crosslinking of HI . Measurement is by SDS-PAGE and by fluorescence (page 
10466. second column). Incubation was for 20 minutes. 



Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

To aid in correlating any papers for this application, all further 
correspondence regarding this application should be directed to Group Art Unit 
1651. The supervisor for 1651 is M. Wityshyn, (703) 308-4743. The normal work 
schedule for Examiner Saucier is 8:30AM to 5:00 PM Monday and Tuesday and 
8:30 AM to noon on Wednesday. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sandra Saucier whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1084. Status inquiries must be directed tn the Customer Service Desk 
at (703) 308-01 97 or (703)-308-01 98 The number of the Fax Center for the 
faxln^f^fficial papers is (703) 872-9306 or for after finals (703) 872-9307 



Conclusion 




barrara Santier 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 1651 
July 28, 2003 



